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Greenacres Middle School has had a very busy frimester so far. We have welcomed 725 students to GMS, held Back to
School Night, successfully planned and held Student-Led Conferences, and implemented a school wide vocabulary plan
using Robert Marzano's Academic Vocabulary: Six Step Process as well as implementing of the new math curriculum. Our
collaboration teams are working to continually align the state standards with our instruction and curriculum as well as
developing assessments that the teaching staff can use to direct their teaching and ultimately student learning.

Advisory: We have continued our advisory program that meets for 20 minutes on Thursdays. Each advisory group
includes a certificated instructor and about 18 students. The idea is to have anadult advocate for each student in the
building. We have used this time to discuss our hallway behavior plan, teach students about keeping healthy by washing
their hands often, and share a video on bullying and harassment and then discuss what students can do if they are being
bullied or witnesses to bullying activities.

HIN1: GMS has to report to the Spokane Health District any time we are above 10% student absences. We had to do
that several times in the last three weeks. Please keep in mind that we must include all students who are out even if
they are not out with an illness. It is total absences for any reason. Please continue to monitor your children. If they
are ill, keep them home. If they have a fever and one other symptom, health facilities are treating it as HIN1. Students
may not return to school until the fever has been gone for 24 hours. We are reminding staff and student fo wash their
hands often. We continue to clean any areas that are commonly touched by many people (doorknobs, sink handles, pencil
sharpeners, drinking fountains, etc.). Thank you for everyone's efforts to keep our students, staff and families healthy.

Progress Reporting: Our first progress report went out on Thursday, October 15™. It went home with a reminder about
conferences. We asked to have them back signed within three to four days. The students who did not return theirs had
a second one mailed home fo parents. We are frying o make sure that all parents are informed about student progress.
The next school wide progress report will be Thursday, November 12,

E-mail Addresses: The school is planning on implementing an E-mail communications process. In the future, we will be E-
mailing all families that have provided us with E-mail addresses the school newsletter, updates and reminders for
upcoming events, and any special announcements. This will allow the school to save money as well as get important
reminders out to families quickly and easily. The newsletter, as well as other information will be available in hard copy,
however, students will need to pick those up across from the office.

Conferences: I want to thank everyone that was able to attend our conferences. I was able fo meet several families
and students while assisting with individual conferences. Middle school conferences are meant to provide students with
the opportunity to take ownership of their learning. We believe that through goal setting, working with families, and
sharing of student assessment information that students, parents and the school will be able to work together to help
students be successful in middle school as well as prepare students for the rigors of high school.
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Veteran's Day Assembly: There will be no school on Wednesday, Nov. 11 to honor our Veterans. Greenacres Middle
School will hold our traditional Veteran's Day Assembly on Tuesday, Nov. 10™. We ask that all students dress nice for
that day to honor our Veterans. We are also looking for any Veterans that are part of the Greenacres Family (Moms,
Dads, brothers, sisters, aunts, uncles, grandparents) to join us for our assembly. Please contact the school at 228-4860
to let us know if you will be attending. We are also interested in using some pictures of our family Veterans. Please
share any photos you might have for our celebration.

PTA: Our PTA has already been very busy. They have sold Entertainment Books and gift wrap, held the book-fair,
collected entries for the PTA Reflections program and held our first dance. Thank you to the many volunteers that have
helped with these events, especially our PTA leadership Sarah Martin, Ann Bixby, Kathi Shirley, and Stormy Jones.

School Improvement Plans (SIP): GMS is working on several school improvement goals. We will focus mainly on math,
reading, technology, and communications. We will continue to monitor other areas like safety, demographics, and bullying
and harassment. Please visit our WEB Site o read these goals.

Muffins with Moms and Donuts with Dads: Thank you to Molly Merz for organizing and providing this wonderful event.
It begins at 7:30 inour library. It provides time for Moms or Dads to spend just a little morning time with their
students. The Muffins for Moms was well attended. We are hoping many Dads will attend on November 20™ for Donuts
with Dads.

Vern DiGiovanni

FROM THE ASSISTANT
Our Halloween dance will be on Friday, October 30th and it is a family event. During the school year, we have several family event
dances at our school. These are wonderful opportunities for our students and their families to attend a fun
evening together and dress up according to what the theme is. We have some guide lines to remember
when attending these events.

e Parent(s) are responsible to attend the event with their child(ren). If a parent is unable to attend, they
need to arrange for another student’s parent who IS attending to be responsible for their child(ren) at
the event. REMEMBER, THIS IS A FAMILY EVENT!

e The dress code for students needs to be the same as it would be during the school day. We may ask a student to “cover up” with
a sweater or jacket if a top is too revealing, or put on something else if their shorts are too short. Our expectations for
appropriate clothing need to be consistent.

e Students are expected to dance appr opriately at all times. Sexually suggestive movements/behavior s will not be allowed. There
needs to be some space between dance par tners.

We want everyone to have a great “family time” at our school dance events. Thank you for remembering these guidelines.
Sandy Phillips, Assistant Principal
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/'SPIRIT SERVICE CLUB

[
| Mrs. Waddell, Advisor

We would like to thank everyone who donated and helped with
the Dimes for Diabetes fundraiser. As a school we raised $917.94.
Way to go Bruins! Our next Spirit Service Club meeting will be on

If you have any questions please contact Mrs. Waddell at
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Central Valley Schools to Close Early on November 25

All Central Valley schools will operate on an “early release” schedule on Wednesday, November
25 and remain closed on November 26 and 27 in observance of the Thanksgiving holiday. On
November 25, high school students will be released at 11:00 a.m. and middle school students at
11:45 a.m. Regular bus service will be provided with schedules adjusted for early release.
Breakfast and lunch will be served in all schools. We wish you a wonderful Thanksgiving!
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 STUDENT OF THE MONTH

7 Students of the Month program enable the staff to recognize the students that are outstanding in certain

¥¢ display case. Every two months a breakfast will be held for the students and their families

in honor of their achievements.
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A Sue Gairson, Student of the Month Coordinator
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T greas. We have different criteria each month. The criteria for October was "Respect”. Students nominated o
i were: i
¥ 6th Grade 7™ Grade 8™ Grade Yo
i Elizabeth Allen Billy Calligan Brock Benzel i
AS Easton Benson Megan Dimmler Kristin Grady Ag
¥ Erick Dahlin Alex Garza Shelby Pace 7
%o 4 %o
I Hannah Downey Taylor Hansen Taptej Sidhu I
i Carter Hanson Brianna Hendrickson Mary Bishop i
A Connor Lattin Julia Kopets Brandon Vignere A
A Benjamin Urbanec Jared Ployhar Cameron Bradley A
i Cassidy Ward i
i Students of the month are treated fo a pizza lunch and will have their pictures inthe front i
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Saul & Dayee G. Haas Foundation

Over the last few years, grants totaling $950.00
have been made to assist needy students at
Greenacres Middle School by the Saul and Dayee
6. Haas Foundation.

The vision of the Foundation is to help promising
young people at critical times in their lives. Our
principal and counselor disburse the Haas funds by
identifying students who need the support. Some
of the individual grants issued have been for ASB
cards, sports fees, and Family and Consumer
Science supplies. The Haas Foundation supports
schools to encourage students to stay in school,
return to school or get involved within their
learning community.

During the last school year, Haas funded 686
schools in Washington state, helping 16,287
secondary students with over $625,639.71 in
grants, according to Bonnie Hilory, Executive
Director. The Foundation conducts annual
fundraising, school matching grant programs and
provides an opportunity for individuals to adopt-
a-school of their choice. Additional information
is available from their website,

www.haasfoundation.org or by contacting
bhilory@haasfoundation.org.

STUDENTS AFTER SCHOOL

This is a reminder to our Greenacres families
about after school activities. As stated in the
student planner, all students not involved in or
watching a school activity, or not working with
a teacher, should leave the school grounds by
the time the last bus leaves (approximately
3:00).

Students are not allowed to stay after
school and watch any sports practices.

Students staying after school fo watch a
school sponsored activity must stay on the
school grounds unless picked up by a parent
Once a student leaves the school, they may not
come back without a parent accompanying
them.
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7t & 8™ Grade

Math is Cool

Our 7th and 8th grade Math is

Cool team will be competing at

Mount Spokane High School on
November 6th.

Good Luck to all participants!

We will also be participating in the
AMC 8 testing (American Math
Contest) on November 17th.

8" graders — during math class

7" graders — 2:45 to 3:25 in
room 302
Advisor —Mrs. Dempsey 228-4899
pdempsey@cvsd.org
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GMS YEARBOOKS Il
ON SALE NOW! [
Pre-order your yearbook now! I
The deadline for ordering is ]
November 30, 2009. !

SOME additional yearbooks may ~ °
be available but to GUARANTEE |
receiving yours, order now! J

$15.00 I
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HIGH 5 NEWS!

lung cancer and 22,700-69,600 from heart disease.
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e  Cigarette smoke contains over 4,800 chemicals, 69 of which are known to cause cancer. Smoking is directly responsible for approximately
90 percent of lung cancer deaths and approximately 80-90 percent of COPD (emphysema and chronic bronchitis) deaths.

e  Secondhand smoke causes almost 50,000 deaths in adult nonsmokers in the United States each year, including approximately 3,400 from

Did you know that nicotine is as addictive as heroin or cocaine? If someone uses nicotine again and again, such as by smoking cigarettes or
cigars or chewing tobacco, his or her body develops a tolerance for it. Eventually, a person can become addicted. People who start smoking
before the age of 21 have the hardest time quitting, and fewer than 1 in 10 people who try to quit smoking succeed.

Remember these effects of Tobacco.
Staying away from tobacco can keep you safe and healthy.

By: Marty Munyon (6t grade High 5 Core member) with help from David Yuan (8 grade High 5 Core member) , and Mrs. Downie — High 5 Core

Citations: http://www.lungusa.org/site/c.dvLUK9O0E/b.33347/k. AC09/Data__Statistics.htm
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http://www.lungusa.org/site/c.dvLUK9O0E/b.39853/k.5D05/Smoking_101_Fact_Sheet.htm
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http://www.lungusa.org/site/c.dvLUK9O0E/b.35422/k.7D0OB/Secondhand_Smoke Fact_Sheet.htm

http://teens.drugabuse.gov/mom/mom_nic3.php
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Tara Downie
High 5 Advisor
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LOST & FOUND

Pleasg rgmind your students to
cheek the lost and found. Our
barrgls arg overflowing with
clothing.

We will have all of the lost
and found articlgs availablg
at confergncg timg.

Unelaimed clothing will be
donated at the gnd of the
school ygar to

Vallgy Partners
Clothing & Food Bank

Other High 5 News

Students at Greenacres Middle School pledged to be drug and alcohol free on October 8™ What an important
decision and T am proud of our school for having such a strong desire to make healthy life choices!

For High 5 members (all students who signed the pledge card), our first event will be a Co-Ed volleyball
tournament in November. More information will be coming.
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06" Grade Math is Cool

We will start meeting on November 10"

Meetings will be on Tuesdays from 2:45 to 4:30
In Room 302
Competition takes place
On February 5, 2010

At Mount Spokane High School
Parents are asked to contribute snack foods
If you have questions contact
Mrs. Dempsey — 228-4899 — pdempsey@cvsd.org
Bruce Gallaher — 228-4888 — bgallaher@cvsd.org
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