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Dates to Remember 

Curriculum Night, Grades 1-4 Sept. 22, times vary 

Curriculum Night, 5th grade & BI Sept. 24, times vary 

Valleyfest Parade Sept. 25, 7 p.m. 

Curriculum Night, Kindergarten Sept. 29, 5:30 p.m.  

PTA General Meeting Oct. 6, 7 p.m. 

In-Service Day, NO SCHOOL Oct. 9 

Popcorn Friday Oct. 16 

Picture Day (Individual) Oct. 23 

Family Fun Night Oct. 23, 6-8 p.m. 

Cookie Dough Fundraiser Underway 

Today is the first day of our  Cookie Dough Fund-

raiser!   We intend for this to be the primary source of 

income for the 2009 -10 year PTA 

budget.  Last year our fall fund-

raiser was so successful, we were 

able to go without a fundraiser in 

the spring!  Orders will be due by 

Tuesday, October 6 , and dough de-

livered on Tuesday, November 17 .  

The dough is frozen, so please plan to pick up your or-

ders immediately after school that day.  

So why do we fundraise, anyway?  Monies raised cover 

our operating expenses (paying for things such as Fam-

ily Fun Nights, or the visiting author program); enable 

us to help provide learning tools (buying books for the 

library, or fulfilling teachersõ classroom needs); and 

allow us to offer the more òfunó things (such as special 

assemblies, or class parties).  In addition, this year 

these funds will be used to help pay for document 

cameras recently purchased for our school, and for 

new instruments for our music classes to enjoy.  So 

you see, those cookies do go toward more than just 

your waistline!  

So stock up those freezers for holiday baking and gift

-giving! And thank you in advance for your support!   

Walking events kick off school year 
 
Tie up those laces and get ready to start moving!  

Chester students, staff and community are invited to 

show their support of our school and join us in one or 

both of two upcoming walking events:  

 

Valleyfest òHearts of Goldó Parade.  Chester will 

again be strolling down Sprague Avenue for the annual 

Valleyfest Parade, scheduled for Friday, September 

25 , at 7 p.m.  Meet in the park-

ing lot behind Spokane Valley 

City Hall (11707 E. Sprague 

Ave.) at 6:45 p.m. to line up for 

the walk down to University 

Road.  Wear your favorite Chester shirt and be ready 

to shout out why our school is the BEST!  Parents, 

please walk with your children for safety reasons.  

 

International Walk - to - School Day.   Leave the car in 

the garage, skip the bus stop and walk to school with 

us on Wednesday, October 7 .  Weõll meet at 8:30 a.m. 

at various neighborhood locations as follows:  

 

§ MidilomeñLoretta & 37 th , or Robie & 38 th  

§ Midilome Eastñ32 nd & McDonald or Woodlawn  

§ Bella Vista/Belle Terre ñ32 nd & Hwy 27 

 (Albertsonõs) 

§ Painted HillsñMadison & Thorpe  

§ Pine Rock Ridgeñ40 th  & Woodlawn 

 

Weõll be walking rain or shine, so cross your fingers 

and hope for nice weather!  As an added incentive to 

the benefits of walking, PTA will provide a breakfast 

snack when you ar-

rive at school.  If 

you can help with 

this event by walking 

with our children, 

please contact Heidi Joppa at hmjoppa@msn.com, or 

892 -1031. 



Family Fun Nights Return Next Month 
 

Are you ready for another year of Family Fun?  We 

are bringing back your favorites starting with the Fall 

Family Fun Night on Friday, October 23 , from 6 -8 

p.m. in the Chester gym.  Join us for fun and games 

and our annual cake walk and cake contest.  More in-

formation will be sent home in October.  Mark you cal-

endar now, you won't want to miss it!  We are always 

looking for volunteers to sell food or run the games.  

If you can donate a half hour of your time, please call 

Judy Irwin at 926 -7221. 

Attention Business Owners!  The PTA is always look-

ing for raffle prize donations for Family Fun Nights. 

Some home business owners have approached the PTA 

about selling their products at Family Fun Night.  

While we cannot allow you to set up a table and sell 

your products at the Fun Nights, we would be happy to 

display product brochures and contact information for 

anyone who donates a sample product as a raffle prize. 

If you would like to donate a raffle prize for the Oc-

tober Family Fun Night, please call Judy Irwin at 926 -

7221.  Proceeds from the October Fun Night raffles 

are used to pay for the games and prizes at the Fun 

Night.  

PTA Executive Board Notes 
 
Welcome back to another year!  Weõre off to a great 

start!  

 

We have had a number of people ask us, what does the 

PTA do at our school and why should I become a mem-

ber?  Weõd like to try to answer these questionséand 

thank you for asking!   
 

PTA (Parent Teacher Association) 101 
 

What is our role in the school?  As parents, we want 

to come alongside the staff at Chester and do our 

part to make it a great place for kids to learn and 

grow.  PTA supports Chester primarily through volun-

teerism and fundraising.  We provide things like field 

trips, Chester Garden help, and this newsletter, just 

to name a few.  We also provide events that encourage 

learning (such as the Science Fair and visiting authors 

program), and still other services that build commu-

nity (like our Family Fun Nights and Chester t -shirts).  

 

Each of the òthingsó we provide also require òpeopleó 

to be involved. We have extraordinary volunteers at 

Chester that make it all happen.  We have a lot of peo-

ple doing small things that lead to big outcomes for 

our school.  

 

What do our dues go toward?  A large portion of our 

dues go to the national, state, and regional PTA to im-

prove the education of all children. The remaining por-

tion of our dues pays for our insurance, our school di-

rectory, and a small amount goes to the general fund 

to pay for postage, paper, and envelopes.  

 

Why all the meetings?  The PTA Board (which in-

cludes the Executive Officers and Committee Chair-

persons) meets monthly to go over new and old busi-

ness.  Anyone who is interested in attending these 

meetings is always welcome.  We normally meet on the 

second Tuesday morning (9:30 a.m.) of each month.  

 

We have at least two General Meetings that include 

the entire membership, one in the fall and one in the 

spring.  We try to schedule these in the evening so 

that more people are able to attend. At this fallõs 

meeting (October 6, 7 p.m.) we will vote in a nominat-

ing committee,  adopt our new Standing Rules, explain  
 

Continued on p. 3  

Last Call for Cash & Carry T-shirts 
 

The last cash -and-carry  day for Chester t -shirts is 

TODAY , September 18.   After today, there will be 

one more order placed in 

later October.   Watch 

the  next newsletter for 

dates.   You may always turn 

in orders and they will be 

filled if  there is stock on 

hand; if not, the order will 

be filled  two to three 

weeks after the next order 

date.  NO REFUNDS  OR EXCHANGES ON SHIRTS 

PLEASE!  If you have any questions, please call Donna 

Hoctor at 922 -2810.   

Individual student pictures will be taken 
Friday, October 23.  A make-up day will 
also be scheduled.  Watch the Friday 
Folders for order forms and more informa-
tion. 



PTA Executive Board Notes 
 

Continued from p. 2  

 

where our volunteer needs are, and give reports on 

the events for the year.  At the spring meeting, we 

will approve the budget for the following year, vote in 

new officers, and recognize our volunteers.  
 

Membership ð We encourage you to join Chester PTA!  

 

Volunteers ð We have been busy compiling the volun-

teer forms that you returned.  The response was 

great!  THANK YOU!  You should be hearing from the 

chairperson in the next few weeks.  

 

Any one of the officers would be happy to help you 

connect with a volunteer role, if you havenõt found a 

place already.  Weõd like to help you find a good fit for 

your talents, personality, and interests since there 

are so many different ways to be involved.  Give any 

one of us a call.  

 

T- Shirts  ð Thanks Donna Hoctor for the great Ches-

ter shirts!  Ethan Pegg provided great artwork!  

 

Thanks for making a difference at Chester.  

 

The Chester PTA Board  

Chester 2009-10 PTA Officers 
 

Co-President:  Emily Christensen  

  emilysuechris@hotmail.com  

  926 -0220  
 

Co-President:  Heidi Joppa  

  hmjoppa@msn.com 

  892 -1031 
 

Vice-President:  Carolyn Smart  

  smartde@msn.com 

  924 -8098  
 

Treasurer:  Christine Abou -Harb  

  c_abouharb@yahoo.com 

  924 -2492  
 

Secretary:  Shannan Skidmore 

  sskidmore2@comcast.net  

  290 -5644  

Book Project Has White House Ending 
 

Chester students are going to have a fun and exciting 

time in the library this year.   To begin our year, we will 

be truly òReading Across America.ó  We will read the 

book Oh the Places Youõll Go by Dr. Seuss.  Then weõll 

mail the book to another school, who will read it to 

their students and forward it on to 

another school.  The book will travel 

all across America, until it reaches 

its final destination:  First Lady 

Obama in the White House.  

 

We have nine other schools that will be participating 

with us on this project.   Chester students will be using 

this project as an opportunity to learn about the geog-

raphy of the states, state capitals, as well as graphing 

how many miles the book travels from place to 

place.  Check out the map in the library and see how 

this project helps our students learn and grow!  

Mark Calendars for SMART Sessions 
 

One hundred fifty -nine students at Chester (1 st  ð 5 th  

grades) took advantage of the great classes offered 

by the SMART (Students Motivating Activities and 

Recreation Time) Program last May.  Sincere thanks to 

these wonderful people for teaching a SMART class in 

May: Cameron and Mr. Blegen, Mr. Bradford, Mrs. 

Doyle, Hallie and Mrs. Gennett, Mrs. Rosemary 

Osborn, Mr. Lobdell, Lauren Perry, Mr. Phillips, 

Kayleigh Valley, and Mrs. Young. The success of this 

program is due to the teaching by some terrific par-

ents, grandparents, staff members, and even former 

Chester students.   

 

We are excited that Chesterõs SMART Program will 

continue this year with three sessions: November 3 -

13, Feb. 9-19, and May 11-21.  Please call Mrs. Skeman 

at 228 -4180 or Mr. Warner at 228 -4182 if you have 

any class ideas or are willing to volunteer your time.  

Is the copy machine your friend or foe? 
 

We will be offering Volunteer Workroom 
Training on Thursday, October 1, at 
9:10 a.m.  You will get some tips for us-
ing the office machines and supplies 
from our wonderful secretaries and PTA 
volunteers.  School age children are wel-

come to come early and be in the gym with the late-
start morning supervisors. 
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